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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 06193 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, PFOR, FR, WB 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AIR FRANCE OFFICE IN EAST BERLIN 

REF: A. 76 BONN 18303 

1 . FRENCH CIVAIRATT GAUSSOT APRIL 7 INFORMED HIS 

UK AND US COLLEAGUES THAT AIR FRANCE HAD APPLIED TO 
THE GOF FOR PERMISSION TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN EAST 
BERLIN. LIKE THE BRITISH AIRWAYS OFFICE ALREADY IN 
EAST BERLIN THIS WOULD BE FOR INTER-LINE COOPERATION. 

GAUSSOT SAID THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD WRITTEN TO THE 
CIVIL AIR AUTHORITIES (SGAC) OPPOSING APPROVAL 
OF THE APPLICATION BECAUSE IT COULD BE A STEP TOWARD 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SHOENENFELD-PARIS AIR SERVICE. 

2. COMMENT: WE KNOW FROM EARLIER HINTS THAT THE 
CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF AIR FRANCE FLYING 
BETWEEN SCHOENENFELD AND PARIS IS NOT FANCIFUL. WE 
BELIEVE IT USEFUL TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY TO EXPRESS 
USG CONCERN OVER THE IMPLICATIONS OF OPENING AN 
AIR FRANCE OFFICE IN EAST BERLIN, AS WE DID WITH THE 
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BRITISH WHEN WE LEARNED OF THEIR INTENTION TO DO 

SO. WE INTEND TO DO THIS BILATERALLY. DEPARTMENT 

AND EMBASSY PARIS MIGHT WISH TO MAKE SIMILAR APPROACH. 
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